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Dear Friends,

The room seemed huge to my nine-year-old self.  I was terrified when I saw all the kids – how would I ever fit 
in?  But just as the fear gripped me, Walter took my hand and thanked me for coming.  He sat me on a hard 
bench at a chipped table next to two much older kids.  As I looked at them, the fear 
started to rise in the pit of my stomach once again.   
 
But then they told me about the fun we were going to have and the next thing I 
knew, I was part of the club.  It was in that musty, old store front that I learned that 
I had a voice and that I had value.  It was there that my spark was lit. 
 
My story isn’t much different from what you might hear from other 4-H alumni.  

Our stories start with a caring adult, like Walter, 
who helps a group of young people light their sparks. 
 
The notion of a ‘spark’ isn’t new.  Sparks are what help youth see the potential 
within themselves.  Sparking the inner passions, interests and talents of young 
people to inspire them to thrive is central to 4-H. 
 
Every youth has a different spark.  Maybe it’s creating a piece of art.  Or trying 
a new project.  Or participating in an activity that went far outside a comfort 
zone.  4-H is all about encouraging young people to take on leadership 

roles and learning-by-doing. 
 
Earlier this fall I listened to some of our Wisconsin 4-H members as they shared their sparks.  These stories 
were inspiring.  I want to share a spark story from just one of those incredible young people. 
 
Please meet MacKenzie Korent, a senior at Hudson High School in St. Croix County, and a member of the 
Wisconsin 4-H Leadership Council.  Here’s how 4-H made a difference in her life … 
 
 
      A few weeks ago I submitted my first three college applications.   One of the required essays 

asked me to describe a community important to me.  I think you can guess where my mind 
immediately went.  As I wrote 300 words about my place in the 4-H community, I couldn’t help but be amazed 
by how much this organization has shaped me.  
 
I first joined 4-H to participate in the horse project.  Horses have been my passion since 
I was five-years-old and 4-H was a way for me to get more involved in the local 
equestrian community.  
 
Fourth grade me would much rather spend time with horses than humans, so at first it 
seemed like 4-H was not for me.  Meeting new people was terrifying and my lack of 
confidence made me quiet and always doubting my decisions.  
 
I was full of dreams that I was too afraid to chase. I didn’t have goals - I had wishes that I whispered over 
birthday candles and into my pillow before I went to sleep. I was so scared of failure that I just never tried.  

 
More on next page … 

 

 
 
  
  

                       Yes!  I want to light a spark!
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Yes!  I want to light a spark! 

But that all changed through 4-H.  Now that change didn’t happen suddenly.  It occurred over years with 
encouragement from friends and family, and through unwavering support from 4-H volunteers.   

 
With each club demonstration and seconded motion I learned to speak despite my 
fear.  I learned that my opinions have value and that there were people who want 
to hear them. I learned that being brave isn’t about being fearless, it’s about how 
we choose to do something even though it’s frightening.  
 
I used to think my place in the 4-H community was on the sidelines. Now, I know 
my place is at the center of the arena. 
 
4-H changed the way I see the world and the way I see myself.  I became the lion 
instead of the mouse. 4-H gave me the tools to stand in front of an audience and 
ignore the fact that my hands are shaking because even after all these years, I still get nervous about 
speeches.  
 
Learning to believe in my abilities opened so many doors.  I was able to branch out, serve my community, and 
give back to this amazing organization through my county ambassador program and the Wisconsin 4-H 
Leadership Council.   

 
I am so thankful for my 4-H experience because while the prospect of college next 
year is daunting, I am ready to start building my future with the lessons learned 
through 4-H.  
 
I can’t imagine my life without 4-H, but this program is only possible because of the 
contributions of people like you who light the sparks for kids like me.  And that is why 
I want to thank you for helping make the profound impact of 4-H possible.  
 
4-H changed my life and is positively influencing generations of young leaders to 
serve their communities with strength and to walk into adulthood with confidence, 
ready to make the best better.  
 

And it all starts with one, small spark. 
 
 
MacKenzie is right.  It does all start with one spark.  That’s why we’re writing to you … to ask you to help 
light the spark for our 4-H youth.  
 
4-H is teaching our children to not just aspire to make a living, but to aspire to make a difference.  And they 
are.  And they will. 
 
You know how important 4-H is in the life of a young person.  We need you to help us do more to reach those 
youth who haven’t had the opportunity to be a 4-H member.  In every corner of the state, there are kids who 
need 4-H.  Young people hungry to learn, to serve, to grow.  If 4-H was important to you, now is the time 
for you to give back. 
 
With your help, we can ignite a spark in more young people.  We can help them to understand their roles and 
responsibilities.  We can show them the power they have to change their club, their community, their country 
and their world.  Please help us make a difference.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Brenda Scheider 
Executive Director 
 
 
PS: You can help light a spark, just like Walter did for me.  Please make a contribution today! 
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This year the Wisconsin 4‐H Founda on provided more than a quarter of a million dollars to support Wisconsin 4‐H, mostly due to 
people like you, who made a commitment to sustain 4‐H.   

Your gi s allowed youth from across the state to par cipate in development ac vi es that strengthened their skills in areas like 
communica on, teamwork, conflict resolu on, decision‐making and  

more … skills that are increasingly important.  But there is so much more we can do.   
 

I ask you to join me now in suppor ng our youth by making a contribu on  
to the Wisconsin 4‐H Founda on.  Your tax‐deduc ble gi  will allow  
Wisconsin 4‐H to light a spark in our youth and Grow True Leaders.   

D I D   Y O U   K N O W ? 
88% of  4-H youth report being engaged in their communities 

86% of  4-H youth report an interest in science 
86% of  4-H youth report having critical teamwork skills like communication 

 

What youth like most about 4-H: 
“I like have the opportunity to lead projects and have a say in different aspects of 4-H and my community.      

I love getting to participate in community events and show what a good leader I can be.” 
“I like that 4-H is a creative outlet for my imagination.” 

“The thing I like about 4-H is you get to do all kinds of new things and meet new people.” 
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