
Every 4 H member and all 4 H alumni 
immediately recognize the four 
cornerstones of the 4 H pledge.  And 
anyone who has had the opportunity to 
watch a 4 H member in ac on can plainly 
see the impact of those four words. 

Watch a group of 4 H members working on any project.  You’ll see them thinking and learning and growing right 
before your eyes.  is cri cal in today’s world.  Our 4 H members are 
learning to think  and to think big.   

Megan from Washington County found her voice through 4 H.  She describes herself as a 
shy nine year old who was coaxed out of her shell by the President of her 4 H club.  

Megan’s mentor helped her learn how she can change the world and challenged her to 
make a di erence.  In a few short years, it was Megan who was helping new 4 H members 
feel comfortable at their rst mee ng and challenging her peers to dream and to do.  Now 

Megan is using the skills learned through 4 H to navigate the challenges of being a student with a lo y goal: 
nding the cure for cancer.  And, frankly, it wouldn’t be surprising if it was a 4 Her who did just that. 

Most of us would agree that 4 Hers have a heart.  Not just the physical heart, but the caring and compassionate 
heart that is borne out of service to others.  is about being true to yourself 
and learning about personal values.  Our 4 H members are learning to know themselves. 

Alexis from Burne  County didn’t realize that she had some special gi s un l she discovered 
through 4 H that she was an ar st, a performer and a leader.  It was at a 4 H music contest 

that she rst tasted the exhilara on of performing in front of an audience.  She came o  the 
stage knowing that she had found her niche.  Alexis wasted no me in exploring her ar s c 

talents.  She has performed across the state as an actor, singer and dancer, and she has won 
numerous awards for her pain ngs and drawings.  But through the curtain calls, play 

prac ces and studio me, she learned about crea vity and self expression and about being con dent even 
when bu er ies u ered in her stomach.  Alexis did what 4 Hers do: they persevere and grow. 
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Yes! I want to pledge my support for 4-H!

I will pledge $  per month for the next 12 months. 
Please   Remind me of my pledge each month via email: 

    Charge my credit card $  each month January-December 2023

  $1,000         $500         $250         $100          Other $

Please debit:       MasterCard        Visa       Discover       American Express
Card Number   CVC   Expiry date:   / 
Cardholder’s Signature 
Phone (required)   Email 



and 

Working and achieving is central to the 4 H experience.  The experts call it experien al learning.  4 Hers call it 
learning by doing, and it’s a 4 H way of life.  is about seeing and responding to 
the needs of others.  That’s something Wisconsin 4 H youth do very well. 

Adaire from St. Croix County believes that her 4 H experiences made the greatest impact on her 
life and her decisions.  She credits 4 H with helping to learn how to be bold, to speak up and to 

stand out.  Adaire used all of those skills, and more, as she took leadership roles in her club, 
county and state; as she traveled across the county on 4 H trips, and as she worked within her 

community to make it a be er place.  Adaire says that 4 H helped her discover what she was capable of 
doing and to give her the con dence to do it.  And we know that our 4 Hers are capable of so much. 

Health is easy to disregard, especially when you feel good.  But the past couple of years have shown all of us that 
health should never be taken lightly.  is about taking care of ourselves and 
others.  That’s an idea deeply embedded in everything 4 H youth do. 

Christopher from Juneau County walked a tough path.  He was bullied.  Li le by li le his 
tormenters stole his con dence.  With each passing day he withered just a bit.  Just when it 

seemed like Christopher was disappearing, he discovered 4 H.  Through 4 H he found a place  
to succeed.  And with each success his con dence grew and his bullies’ power diminished.  In 

short order Christopher was taking leadership posi ons in his club and county, and he was 
taking responsibility for community programs that helped others gain con dence in themselves.  He 

learned that mental health is cri cal to con dence and growth.  Our 4 Hers learn to be strong.    

Perhaps you recited the pledge for the rst me in 
a basement or gymnasium or fellowship hall.  Or maybe you are just now learning about the 4 H pledge.  In either case, 
the pledge is a challenge to our youth and it’s a road map to success. 

Sadly, we know that for many youth, learning and living the 4 H pledge is not possible.  It may be transporta on or 
communica on or nances.  But youth across Wisconsin face barriers to becoming part of the 4 H movement.  

It’s heartbreaking to think about the young people who aren’t connec ng with a 
caring adult who will help them make be er decisions.  Or the teens who are isolated 
and lonely without other youth who will help them be part of a community.  Or the 
youth who are struggling and need a place to learn how to be con dent, caring and 
compassionate. 

We’re asking you to help the Wisconsin 4 H 
Founda on provide funds that will help our youth overcome the barriers to 4 H 
membership. 

The 4 H Founda on provides resources that help plant 4 H ac vi es in communi es 
around the state.  And the Founda on o ers youth nancial assistance, so money is not a barrier to being part of  4 H. 

The need is great, but our resources are limited.  Will 
you make a contribu on that will help the 4 H Founda on ensure that 4 H programming reaches every corner of the 
state?  We want every young person to have a chance to learn the pledge and to know the importance of clearer 
thinking, greater loyalty, larger service and be er living. 

Our youth need 4 H and 4 H needs you.  Thank you for 
pledging your support. 

Living the Pledge, 

Brenda Scheider 
Execu ve Director 
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